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Revised Jury Instructions Hope to Deter Juror Use of Social
Media During Trial
Text Size:

(August 21, 2012)

A Judicial Conference Committee has updated the model set of jury
instructions (pdf) federal judges use to deter jurors from using social
media to research or communicate about cases on which they serve. The
new guidelines provide detailed explanations of the consequences of
social media use during a trial, along with recommendations for repeated
reminders of the ban on social media usage.
The update comes in response to a national survey of federal trial judges
by the Federal Judicial Center at the request of the Conference
Committee on Court Administration and Case Management (CACM).
"The overwhelming majority of judges take steps to warn jurors not to use

Jury
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social
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social media during trial, but the judges surveyed said additional steps
should be taken," said Judge Julie A. Robinson, CACM Committee chair.
"The judges recommended that jurors frequently be reminded about the prohibition
on social media before the trial, at the close of a case, at the end of each day
before jurors return home, and other times, as appropriate. Jurors should be told
why refraining from use of social media promotes a fair trial. Finally, jurors should
know the consequences of violations during trial, such as mistrial and wasted time.
Those recommendations are now part of the guidelines."
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The FJC study (pdf) also found that when juror use of social media was detected, it
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E-mail
was most often through the report of a fellow juror. So the updated instructions to
jurors by the presiding judge now pointedly note, "You can only discuss the case in
the jury room with your fellow jurors during deliberations. I expect you will inform me
as soon as you become aware of another juror’s violation of these instructions."
Along with the guidelines, trial judges are provided with a poster stressing the
importance of jurors making decisions based on information presented only in the
courtroom. The poster is designed to be displayed in the jury deliberation room or
other areas where jurors congregate.
"The Committee believes that the more frequently jurors are reminded of the
prohibition on social media, whether the reminders are visually or orally given, the
more likely they are to refrain from social media use during trial and deliberations,"
said Robinson.
Related Topics:

Jury Service

Home > Third Branch News > Revised Jury Instructions Hope to Deter Juror Use of Social Media
During Trial

Search News

Revised Jury Instructions Hope to Deter Juror Use of Social Media During Trial (08/21/12)
Public Comment Period and Revamped Website Open (08/16/12)
Webinars Ease Law Clerk Application Process (08/14/12)
Topeka Federal Courthouse in Energy-Reduction Race (08/09/12)
Linked Systems Automate Petty Offense Case Management for First Time (08/07/12)
Bankruptcy Filings Continue Decline (08/03/12)
'First' Judge Steps Down in Rhode Island (08/02/12)

http://news.uscourts.gov/revised-jury-instructions-hope-deter-juror-use-social-media-durin... 8/22/2012

Page 3 of 3

Cameras Pilot One Year Later (07/31/12)
Independence Day is a Popular Date for Naturalization Ceremonies (07/26/12)
Return to Sender? Centralized Processing to Save A Million (07/23/12)

Subscribe to Third Branch News
To sign up for Third Branch News email updates or to access your subscriber preferences, please enter your contac
email address here

Contact Us
Translate

Careers
BrowseAloud

Privacy & Security Policy

Judicial Conduct & Disability

Glossary of Leg

Operating Status

This site is maintained by the Administrative Office of the U.S. Courts on behalf of the Federal Judiciary.
The purpose of this site is to provide information from and about the Judicial Branch of the U.S. Government.

http://news.uscourts.gov/revised-jury-instructions-hope-deter-juror-use-social-media-durin... 8/22/2012

