
http://firstread.msnbc.msn.com/_news/2010/09/13/5102686-justice-breyer-speaks?ocid=twitter

FIRST READ From NBC NEWS

The first place for key political news and analysis from the NBC News Political Unit

13 Sep 2010
5:00pm, EDT

Justice Breyer speaks

Mark Murray writes: In a wide-ranging interview with NBC's Brian Williams that will appear this 
evening on "Nightly News," Supreme Court Justice Stephen Breyer discussed the controversial Bush 
v. Gore decision, as well as whether there should be TV cameras inside the court.

On whether TV cameras should be in the U.S. Supreme Court:

Williams: In this, the era of transparency, would it be a little better for our understanding of 
the court if we could see more of your work?

Breyer: In other words, should we have television in the courtroom? This is a very good 
question. And-- the answer to me is not obvious. We haven't voted on it. I haven't had to 
take a position. The reasons for doing it are obvious. I mean, television is part of the press. 
And I think wouldn't it have been a wonderful thing if television could've been in the 
courtroom and seen the oral argument, for example, in the case of term limits, and many of 
these cases. You would've seen nine people struggling towards an answer in a very, very 
difficult kind of question.

But the end-- the arguments the other way are less obvious, but they're no less valid. If we 
brought Con-- television in, you think we'd be in every courtroom in the country, including 
criminal cases. If we brought-- you know, people see their neighbors, or they're worried 
about being seen by their neighbors, where the witnesses suddenly realize the whole 
community's watching them testify, I-- I don't know. Problem.
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